Minutes of SANRM working group meeting

Date: 21st September 2007

Location: NGO RC meeting hall

Participants: to be listed at the end 

Topic: 

Agenda:

1. Introduction

2. Presentation on “Market Access for Small-scale Farmers in a Market-Oriented, Environmentally-Sustainable Context” by Mr. Nick Shirra _ WABS Ltd and Discussion

- Dau Quoc Anh: it’s impossible in VN to have any agricultural products free of chemical contamination. Everywhere it’s more reasonable to have products with acceptable chemical contamination. What you said here is not in practice in Viet Nam.

- Nick: as you will see soon, what I will suggest is not only about market-orientation but sustainable agriculture in Viet Nam. I will suggest what should to safe food. It’s not so strict as in organic farming, as I think it’s what you are saying.

* Nick: VN cannot do well in organic but have more potential in safe food. 

As labour, transportation cost is expensive in organic farming. Transport cost/kilo to Euro (biggest market) is high.

There is no standard in VN, not easy to compare

3. Mr. Ardhendu S Chatterjee – open presentation & Discussion

Development Research Communication and Services Centre - Kolkata, West Bengal, India

- 2 directions to talk about Sustainable Agriculture

+ Objective-centered discuss: objectives come from problems in development of society – with some common regulation: pesticide, fertilizer practices

+ Method centered discuss

- In Cuba: after Soviet Union collapsed, state farm of Cuba collapsed – stop using fertilizer, pesticides, yield went down. But within 5 years – they went back to original yield, even higher without using chemical fertilizer, not because they choose but there was nobody to sold, no money to buy. 

- In Japan, they focus on link between farmers, consumers and producers – to cooperate –look more on marketing factor.

- In India, Nepal, Cambodia, Viet Nam, etc there are different kinds of problems, some are related to chemical, some go beyond that. 

India, from 1965-1995, because of new hybrid varieties introduced, production increased by 300% - 450% but too much chemical soil contaminated that now it cannot grow anything, even grass.

- Chemical pesticides, fertilizer consumption increases year by year,

- Other hand, under WTO pressure, no subsidy from government, fertilizer price increases. 

- Should generate employment for SA

- Look for alternatives! not only the residue in rice we eat, but residue in the ground water, in the soil  micro-organism, biodiversity getting stolen – more problem – cannot renew.

- To look at rice fields at an ecosystem with details and an important link in between. Rice field – 2 roles.

+ To owner:  how grain harvested

+ As a wet land, if there is no poison, there would be less rice but more food: fish, shrimp, rat, snail, snake, frog – human food especially for poor people.

- 15-20% nitrogen applied enters to root plants, other – come to air, soil, water. 

- When thinking of ecological alternatives for SA, ask whether the capital is sustained or not, how is the water and soil, which is the capital of production?

- No need to be precise that food has to be totally free of fertilizer or pesticides. This does not happen in nature in 1 year. To rach organic standard it takes minimum 3-5 years. Some residue of pesticides remains in the soil for 12 years.

- To do environmental protection and sustain farmers’ livelihood:

· Focus on nutrition security – many plants – that government, universities do not give much importance. Use local knowledge, make documentation, focus on different crops to gain food balance

· To practice mixed farming system and agroforestry system - solution for tropical Asian countries

- Example, see cropping system as a business of storing sunlight energy. The more leaves, the more energy harvested, there should be trees, bush, grass, climbing plants, spreading plants – multi high storey. 

- Along with rice fields, make small pond, raise ducks, put duck manure, buffalo / cow dung to make biogas, grow grass or azola around. Feed fish with liquid manure  hybrid effectiveness.

- Use different kinds of strategies, diversity has to happen. build up reserves (seeds, etc)

- Consider which types of crops to export (chilly, garlic, ginger  easy to dry and keep with out preservation for longtime, steady price) and which to keep to local market. 

Take use of land, grow in shade or marginal land.

- Agriculture – cycle model -  culture, not business

* Mr. Quoc Anh: 

Because of policy on modernization and industrialization, both Vietnamese government and farmers do not want to practice organic farming. We need high yield for self-sufficiency and exportation.

* Mr. Nick Shirra:

We should make organic and safe food balanced and compromised, a perception should be close to the way farmers are thinking. Small farmers particularly think in short term rather in long term. 

* Mr. Thuc Son: We have conducted some integrated agriculture models, like rice duck, rice fish, VAC, etc. In the south of Viet Nam, a farmer has grown sweet potato with good quality - Japanese variety and established a website for marketing…. To sustain uses of resources for SA, it needs not only integrated, ecological system management, needs not only to improve knowledge of ecological system for farmers but policy makers.

* Mr. Phuc: it takes step by step to improve knowledge of stakeholders to make new policy for extend the demonstration of organic model.

* Mr. Quoc Anh: How to extend the organic models to large area?

* Mr. Chatterjee: Vietnam has different ecological zones according to rainfall, terrain, soil, – different kinds of solution. Think of cropping system rather than crops. Do problem-centred thinking, leguminous plants, medical plants…

Main income for VNese farmers comes from animal husbandry – needs good feeding practices. 

Should ask where is the fallow in which time? what kinds of plants then? focus on process rather than products

Our website: www.drcsc.org
OFA: India Organic Farmers Association – develop our standard and certify each other (within one area – community certification), also work for better price for farmers. We say organic label, not organic farming.

I suggest the scientific comparison between total profit of, for example, growing rice 2 times and growing mix-crops (rice, duck, fish, vegetables, etc)

Next meeting: 15 November 2007.
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