Meeting to discuss the content of the INGO Statement

Venue: VUFO-NGO Resource Centre, La Thanh Hotel, 218 Doi Can

Time: Tuesday November 6th, 15:30 to 17:00

Meeting agenda

· 3.30pm-4.30pm: Discussion INGO Statement

· 4.30pm-4.50pm: Discuss two-page report on CSOs & aid effectiveness for submission to the Partnership Group on Aid Effectiveness (PGAE)

· 4.50pm-5pm: Introduction to semi-annual anti-corruption dialogue

1. Discussion of INGO Statement

Introduction

The final agenda for the End-year Consultative Group (CG) Meeting to be held on December 6-7, 2007 has now been released. As the CG Meeting brings the government and donors together to discuss Vietnam's development path, it is an important opportunity for NGOs to raise key issues and messages based upon experiences on the ground. This is partly done through preparing a written INGO Statement, which is distributed at the meeting in both English and Vietnamese.

The statement is held in high regard by participants at the meeting as a means of accessing different viewpoints on key issues. Indeed, donors have hailed the INGO statement as one of the more interesting documents they read at the meeting and it is widely recognized as a highly influential input during the event, which is backed up by the four INGO representatives interventions during the meeting.

However, NGO participation in the document has not been adequate in the past and more input is required from the wider development community. 

Towards this end, the NGO Resource Centre (NGO RC) called for this meeting to discuss the content of the INGO Statement. To make the statement inclusive and broad-based, the NGO RC encouraged members, partner organisations, including local NGOs etc. to take part in the meeting, and contribute with issues and key messages for the statement.  

The output of the meeting will be used by the four INGO representatives (Save The Children UK, Action Aid, Asia Foundation and Oxfam GB) to the CG Meeting, and the NGO RC to draft the statement.

The statement from 2006 was structured around the agenda, however, the NGO RC has proposed that it be structured differently this year, as the 2007 CG agenda is more general. The main content of the CG agenda is listed below.

Recent Achievements and Challenges

· Update of the socio-economic situation in 2007

· Preparation of the Ten Year Socio-Economic Development Strategy 2010-2020: Opportunities, challenges and main orientations as Vietnam targets middle-income country status and environmental sustainability

· IMF Report

One year into the WTO

· Progress made so far in the implementation of WTO commitments and approach to address potential social impacts

· Report from Vietnam Business Forum: Key challenges for the Business

· Environment in Vietnam

Harmonisation and Aid Effectiveness

· Progress in the implementation of the Hanoi Core Statement

Governance and Institutional Reform

· Public Administration Reform, Government Reorganization

· Progress in the implementation of the Government’s anti-corruption initiatives

· Current directions and challenges in legal and judicial reform

Key aspects of statement

· Play to our strengths

· Illustrate messages with case studies to bring concrete examples to policy level discussions

· No problem with repeating issues from past years

This year, there are fewer issues normally associated with NGOs but we can still raise issues not on the agenda if we believe them to be important enough eg NGO legal framework.

Points raised in discussion for inclusion in the Statement

· Climate change

· HIV/AIDS & water and sanitation (off track MDGs)

· CSO enabling environment and their role in development

· Capacity building at sub-national level

· Social impacts of WTO accession for vulnerable groups eg migrants

· Education issues

· Rights of people with disabilities

· Gap getting wider between haves/have nots

· Concessional finance to private sector, money better used elsewhere?

· Accessibility (buildings/transport)

· Stronger anti-discrimination laws

· Legal & judicial reform: awareness among people low and dissemination of legal documents limited eg Law on Laws. Could donors focus more on explaining the legal basis of their projects?

· Aid effectiveness

· SEPD 2011-2020: call for NGO inclusion in formulating process

Final new subjects decided upon and NGO responsible for drafting a half to 1 page input

1. Climate change: CARE and OXFAM (latter needs to be confirmed)

2. Offtrack MDGs: 
Water and sanitation – WATSAN Working Group, Vietnam Rivers Network
HIV/AIDS – HIV/AIDS Techincal Working Group 

3. Role CSOs & aid effectiveness – C&D (Thuy Anh)

4. Capacity building sub-national level – SNV and Mr. Don 

5. Social impacts and vulnerable groups – NGO RC

6. Awareness legal reform – VNAH/Diep 

7. Aid effectiveness & SEPD 2011-2020 – Aid Monitoring Group

8. Special needs education – IDEA/Richard

9. Disability rights – VNAH/Robert

Timeframe

Inputs should be sent to the NGO RC by November 14 to director@ngocentre.org.vn
2. Discuss two-page report on CSOs & aid effectiveness for submission to the Partnership Group on Aid Effectiveness (PGAE)

Introduction

The PGAE is co-chaired by the World Bank and Ministry of Planning and Effectiveness. NGOs have been asked to provide a two-page input into the process of the group structuring their future activities and plans for 2008. 

NGO RC introduced the content of the report, including the introduction to the Aid Monitoring Group (AMG), and the NGO RC role in formulating the draft two-page report, which was circulated before this meeting to participants. 

Q: Is the issue of NGO legal status included in the report and will the AMG advocate for clarifying the legal status of CSOs? 

A: AMG works more informally in terms of information provision and training activities. 

This raises the question of how CSOs can be involved in aid effectiveness and aid monitoring. In light of increasing amounts of direct budget support, this would also relate to government budgets and monitoring government spending. This raises concerns relating to accountability. 

C: Perhaps we could raise the issue of whether CSOs can participate in the CG Meeting?

3. Introduction to semi-annual report on anti-corruption dialogue

The second Anti-Corruption Meeting of the government occurs on December 3, which is co-chaired by the Inspector General, the Corruption Monitoring Group and the Swedish Embassy. It will explore involving society in anti-corruption efforts, and the orgnaisaing board has called for examples of NGO involvement in anti-corruption activities. 

C: Action Aid has launched activities related to anti-corruption with C&D. Better to support C&D (local NGO) to implement such projects.

C: Requires the full participation of service recipients in all stages of the process. 

C: How much do INGOs/donors contribute to corruption through ‘envelopes’?

